
2015 AWARD RECIPIENTS

DR. ALAN ASHARE SAFETY AWARD:

DAN ARENS | Milton Youth Hockey

Dan Arens is a 16-year-old young man from Milton Youth Hockey who has shown 
the hockey world just how courageous he is. Back in December of 2014, he was 
helping a member of his hockey family, Phil Zona, split some wood for the winter, 
when an unexpected turn of events happened. Phil found himself in dire need of 
immediate medical assistance. Dan was able to keep his composure while helping 
Phil tie a tourniquet onto his arm. With Dan’s calm, cool and collective approach 
to the emergency, he saved the life of our beloved Phil Zona. Dan is a remarkable 
young man who truly knows what it means to be a part of the hockey family.

NATIONAL CHAMPIONS: 

BOSTON  
JR. EAGLES 
Girls U14 Tier I

ASSABET 
VALLEY 

Girls U14 Tier II

EAST COAST 
WIZARDS 

Girls U16 Tier II

MASSACHUSETTS HOCKEY 
EXCELLENCE IN GROWTH AWARD:

ANDOVER 
HOCKEY 

ASSOCIATION

WINTHROP 
YOUTH 

HOCKEY

ISLANDERS 
HOCKEY CLUB 

(GIRLS)

10 -YEAR SERVICE AWARDS: 

RICK DEWITT
DENNIS DOHERTY

20 -YEAR SERVICE AWARD: 

MIKE CASHMAN

DISTRICT OF THE YEAR:

DISTRICT 3

PROGR AM OF THE YEAR:  

MARBLEHEAD YOUTH HOCKEY ASSOCIATION
Marblehead Youth Hockey Association (MYHA) celebrated the 50th anniversary of its 
unique partnership with Saint Lambert Youth Hockey Association of Saint Lambert, 
Quebec. The tradition, started by Donald “Bud” Orne in 1964, has grown from a 
friendly competition to a one-of-a-kind cultural exchange program. In November, 
teams from Saint Lambert come down and spend the weekend with a Marblehead 
family for a weekend. In February, Marblehead teams do the same up in Saint Lam-
bert. The exchange exemplifies the youth hockey experience: playing and learning a 
fun sport with friends while instilling a love for the game.
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CO-COACH OF THE YEAR: 

MIKE DUTCHER | Framingham Youth Hockey

Mike Dutcher is a captain of the fi re department, army veteran—and youth 
hockey coach extraordinaire. Mike has been coaching Framingham Youth Hockey 
for a number of years and his Squirt and Peewee teams have won consecutive 
Mass Hockey State Tournaments. He has also served as an assistant coach at 
Framingham High School for the past 16 years. He believes in equal ice time for his 
players, and most importantly, keeping the game fun for all involved.

PRESIDENT’S AWARD:

STEVE PALMACCI
Steve Palmacci is a pivotal person at Massachusetts Hockey. While his primary 
role serves as our USA Hockey registrar, he continues to work diligently for the 
betterment of the organization as a whole. He is the type of person that ideas and 
thoughts can be discussed at length with. He will make sure that not only both 
sides are considered, but also the history and the future is thought of in order to 
make appropriate decisions. We cannot thank Steve enough.

DIRECTOR OF THE YEAR: 

DAVE MOSES | District 3

Dave Moses’ son came home one day and told his dad he wanted to be a professional 
hockey player. Dave won’t lie, he was a little disappointed, because he was a baseball 
player and knew nothing about hockey. Fast forward to today: the Moses family has 
completely fallen in love with the game. Dave has served the Franklin Youth Hockey 
Association as registrar for fi ve years before becoming a District 3 alternate director 
and eventually director. He’s served on several Mass Hockey committees to ensure 
the growth and well being of all members.

MILT K AUFFMAN AWARD: 

BILL DUNK
Bill Dunk started his offi  ciating career in 1968. The late Milt Kauff man appointed 
him referee supervisor for District 4 in 1980. Bill has served in this capacity for the 
last 35 years.
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CO-COACH OF THE YEAR: 

LUKE STANTON | Waltham Youth Hockey

Luke Stanton has been coaching at all levels of Waltham Youth Hockey since 
1997, from Mites to Midgets. Aside from his coaching, Stanton has served as a 
WYH board member for six years. Coach Stanton has taken Waltham teams to 
Minnesota, Wisconsin and Michigan. He’s organized one-day coaching seminars 
with guest lecturers and he’s the creator and organizer of a program-wide pond 
hockey tournament. Stanton has not had a child in the program for eight years, 
but even when his only son was in the program, he insisted others coach him while 
Stanton coached wherever the Waltham program needed.

DUKE KUMPEL’S SPECIAL ACHIEVEMENT AWARD:

DR. DAVE CRANDELL
Dr. Dave Crandell has worked very closely with Mass Hockey for many years with 
the Disabled Hockey Committee. He helps Rick Fask with his eff orts on building 
disabled hockey in Massachusetts. He identifi es patients from Spaulding Rehab and 
takes them to the rink with the hopes to give them the hockey bug. Not only do these 
eff orts brighten their day but it provides them with opportunities that they would 
never have known otherwise. Dr. Crandell also works very closely with the sled 
Hockey tournaments that Mass Hockey has hosted throughout the years. Lastly, we 
thank Dr. Crandell for taking care of and watching over our beloved Phil Zona.

PROGR AM DIRECTOR OF THE YEAR: 

STEPHANIE WOOD | Islanders Hockey Club

Stephanie Wood has turned the Islanders Hockey Club women’s program into a 
U8 to U19 hotbed with multiple teams at each age level. Stephanie’s leadership 
of having all former female collegiate players as head coaches provides a unique 
experience for young women learning the game and improving their skills. ADM 
practices and skills sessions are the cornerstones of the program, which provides 
300 female players the opportunity to continue to play in high school and beyond.

REGISTR AR OF THE YEAR: 

PAT MCCARTHY | District 3

Pat McCarthy stepped up to take the District 3 registrar’s position on short notice 
when the previous administrator resigned unexpectedly at the start of the 2012 
season. Pat had little experience with Mass Hockey with just one year as a district 
director under his belt, but he had the courage and dedication to accept the 
challenge. District 3 has the highest player and team count in Mass Hockey and 
the transition has been seamless. Pat has proven to be a valuable asset to both Mass 
Hockey and USA Hockey.
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