
Thu July 10, 7:00PM - vs Wilmington @ Veterans Field, Acton, District 13 Tournament Semi-Final 

Result: Wilmington 5, AB 4 

Recap: 

Acton-Boxborough hosted Wilmington in a District 13 Tournament semi-final on Thursday, July 10th, at 

7pm at Veterans Field in Acton.  The AB squad came into the game as the #1 seed out of pool A after 

posting a 3-1 record, while Wilmington entered the contest as pool B’s #2 seed with a 2-2 record.  As in 

each of their pool play games, AB was deemed the visiting team, following the coin toss held prior to 

each tournament game.  Timmy Coakley again led off for AB and ignited a rally with a sharp single up the 

middle.  After Coakley advanced to second base on a wild pitch, catcher Jack Bartle hit a deep fly ball 

which eluded the backpedalling center-fielder’s outstretched glove for a double to bring in the game’s 

first run after just two batters.  Tyler Martin was erased on a nice stop by the pitcher on a hard-hit 

ground ball that seemed destined for center field, but cleanup hitter Jarrod Beauregard plated Bartle 

with a ringing double to the right-center field fence for a 2-0 lead.  Wilmington’s pitcher was able to stop 

the bleeding by getting a fly out to center from Jack Mersereau and a run-saving catch by his first 

baseman on a low liner stung by Jake Aufiero. 

In their first two innings at bat, Wilmington’s pitcher and first baseman would add some offensive 

highlights as well.  Tyler Martin got the start on the mound for AB and allowed a leadoff single to 

Wilmington’s pitcher in the bottom of the first inning.  The next batter grounded back to Martin who 

fired to Coakley covering second for one out.  The relay to first appeared to have a shot at being a quick 

double-play to clear the bases, but the batter was ruled safe, bringing up Wilmington’s hard-hitting first 

baseman.  He took the first two pitches from Martin for balls, and then drove the next one high and 

deep over the fence in right field to pull Wilmington even.  Wilmington continued to apply pressure and 

had runners on second and third with two outs, but AB held the score at 2-2 with a nice sliding stop on a 

grounder by second baseman Anthony Buonomo. 

Acton-Boxborough attempted to bounce right back in the top of the second inning putting runners on 

second and third when Coakley followed Sam Newcombe’s  two-out single by doubling to left-center, 

but unfortunately both runners were stranded.  In the bottom half of the inning Wilmington got a lead-

off walk and then their pitcher came to the plate with one out.  His second time at bat would prove to 

be even more damaging than his first as he launched the second pitch from Martin high over Veterans 

Field’s Green Monster in left for two more runs and a 4-2 Wilmington lead.  Buonomo retired the next 

batter on another ground out to second base, but then Wilmington’s first baseman stepped into the 

batter’s box and made his large presence felt again.  After watching one strike sail by, the next pitch was 

sent sailing high over the right-center field fence for his second home run in as many at-bats upping 

Wilmington’s lead to 5-2.  After falling behind Martin settled down and retired the next six Wilmington 

batters he faced before giving up another single to Wilmington’s pitcher with two outs in the fourth 

inning.  At that point he gave way to Coakley on the mound and a groundout to third baseman Barrett 

Genovese ended the Wilmington fourth. 



Meanwhile AB had threatened with two singles from Martin and Beauregard to open the top of the 

third inning, but failed to bring either of them home as the next three batters went down quietly.  The 

top of the fourth started off similarly with a walk to Ben Verner and Newcombe reaching base after 

being hit by a pitch.  Coakley scored Verner on a ground out to shortstop and Bartle reached on an error 

which allowed Newcombe to score.  Suddenly AB was only down by one run and looking to grab a lead 

for Coakley to close out on the mound.  Wilmington’s pitcher wiggled his way out of trouble though in a 

critical spot in the game to maintain the lead for his team. 

Trailing 5-4 with one out in the fifth inning, AB’s Jacob Goyette worked a walk on a tough 9-pitch at-bat 

which brought Wilmington’s pitcher to 90 pitches, forcing him to be pulled from the mound.  The relief 

pitcher went to a full count on his first batter and was able to get a strikeout on a very close pitch for the 

second out, but Verner used his excellent speed to beat out an infield hit and again give AB two base-

runners in an inning.  Wilmington held AB at bay once again though with a ground out to their second 

baseman. 

Coakley started the fifth inning on the mound again for AB and faced off in a tough battle with 

Wilmington’s first baseman.  Two fastballs later Coakley was ahead 0-2, and then the battle really 

started.  On the eighth pitch and a full count, the batter roped a line drive to right-center past the diving 

Jack Mersereau for a leadoff double and his third booming hit of the game.  He advanced to third base 

on a ground out and Coakley got a strikeout for the second out while trying to keep AB’s deficit at just 

one run.  The second pitch to the next batter bounced to the backstop and Wilmington’s runner charged 

for home trying to pad their lead, but Jack Bartle tracked down the ball and fired to Coakley to nail the 

runner before he could reach home plate. 

AB had one last chance to tie or take the lead and hopefully advance to the District finals with the top of 

their batting order due up in the sixth inning.  Unfortunately the hits wouldn’t drop in this time.  Despite 

Martin reaching on a two-out error, Wilmington’s reliever held on and closed out a tight, well-played 

game by both sides.  With their 5-4 victory, Wilmington advanced to the District 13 Tournament finals 

and defeated Weston 13-10 on Saturday, July 12th, to become the District 13 champions and 

representative in the Section 4 Tournament.  Weston had beaten Reading 3-1 in the other District 13 

semi-final game. 

Up next…  AB moves on to compete in the 2nd and 3rd rounds of the Bay State League’s A  Division. 


