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HIGH SCHOOL HOCKEY 

NEW MEXICO INTERSCHOLASTIC ICE HOCKEY LEAGUE  
Rules and Regulations 

2011 – 2012 Season 

RULE & REGULATION 1:  LOEAHA and League Purpose  

The LOEAHA has established the New Mexico Interscholastic Ice Hockey League (NMIIHL) and State Playoff to 
determine the State’s representative to the USA Hockey District or National High School Playoff. Each year 
LOEAHA and the NMIIHL will evaluate the viability of sending a State High School Champion to USA Hockey 
Post Season Play. 

Purpose—The NMIIHL is created to: 

A. Promote the development of high school hockey, the formation of pure ice hockey teams associated with the 
state’s high schools, and the acceptance of high school hockey as a New Mexico Activities Association 
(NMAA) sport. 

B. Provide guidelines for high school teams to follow in the formation, organization, and management of 
NMIIHL teams. 

C. Provide a governing body to help organize teams, oversee NMIIHL policies, schedule NMIIHL play, 
coordinate games, and implement discipline. 

RULE & REGULATION 2:  Board of Governors 
A High School Board of Governors that acts as liaison to LOEAHA will have the following make-up and 
responsibilities: 

A. Chair—elected annually before June 15th by all the team representatives and approved by LOEAHA, the 
chair shall Call and preside over meetings of the High School Board of Governors.   

B. Game Scheduler—appointed annually by the Board of Governors. The scheduler will prepare a schedule for 
the NMIIHL season by October 1 of each year after receiving available ice time from each Team 
Representative. 

C. Statistician—appointed annually by the Board of Governors. The Statistician will maintain and distribute 
NMIIHL standings and player statistics. 

D. Publicity person / webmaster—appointed annually by the Board of Governors. The publicity person / 
webmaster will: 

1. Provide information to the media to inform the public regarding NMIIHL teams, games, and standings. 

2. Promote high school hockey through advertisements and articles. 

3. Communicate with area high school Athletic Directors and NMAA officials providing NMIIHL 
progress reports, team information, and player numbers and demographics and obtain the needs and 
requirements of NMAA to enable sanctioning of hockey as an NMAA sport.  

4. Maintain the league’s website. 

E. Team Representatives—each team will have one Team Representative appointed by the association 
registering the team, the Team Representative will: 

1. Attend meetings and provide input regarding the operation, management, and oversight of the NMIIHL; 
expect to be appointed by Chair for projects and duties for the benefit of the league: 

2. All Team Representatives, pure and composite, will have a vote on matters affecting changes to 
NMIIHL rules or policies, which shall be in place for the upcoming season and approved by LOEAHA 
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no later than the LOEAHA June annual meeting each year, unless otherwise expressed herein.  

3. All meetings requiring a vote of the teams, and said meetings shall be notified in advance, shall be 
represented by one (1) team one (1) vote. No proxy voting is allowed; must be present to vote. 

4. Newly formed teams shall have voting status effective November 1 of each year. 

F. High School Disciplinary Committee—appointed annually by the Board of Governors  shall consist of at 
least three people  and shall impose discipline on players, coaches, and teams in accordance with LOEAHA 
prescribed procedures, USA Hockey guidelines, and NMIIHL specified rules.  

G. Treasurer—appointed annually by the Board of Governors—shall work with the treasurer of LOEAHA to 
account for all high school hockey funds held by LOEAHA for use of high school hockey—NMIIHL shall 
not maintain their own bank account. Treasurer is to report quarterly to the Board of Governors as necessary.  

RULE & REGULATION 3:  Team Eligibility 

Each participating team must meet all of the following criteria: 

A. Notify NMIIHL by August 30 of each year of intent to join the NMIIHL. 

B. Notify NMIIHL of available home ice times and dates by September 15 of each year as well as blackout dates 
for each team. 

C. Submit credentials to the High School Board of Governors for all team members (coaches, players, team 
officials) no later than October 15.  

D. Be registered and in good standing with USA Hockey, Land of Enchantment Affiliate and a USA Hockey 
recognized New Mexico Association on or before  December 31st of the playoff season. 

E. Commit to paying the league fee of $1600 to cover the costs of league expenses, to include the midseason 
showcase event, the All Star event, the Year End Tournament (YET), and the awards banquet. The league has 
dropped gate fees for all league events, and league games. The league reserves the right to have a YET gate 
fee depending on league needs.  

F. Conduct practices and games at the closest available ice rink to the high school per league conferences. 

G. All documentation from member teams shall have in plain view the address to the state’s website—
www.newmexicohockey.org. 

H. All member teams shall apply league provided “Stop” patches upon the back of each and every game jersey 
for the team, centered and above the number and name where practical. Teams, where practical, shall have 
the same placement of all patches. Players shall not be allowed to participate with any jersey that does not 
have the Stop patch attached. 

I. Shall provide LOEAHA Screening for each and every coach, manager and other adults involved with the 
team—league shall strictly follow the screening policy of LOEAHA. 

 J. Must have played each “Interested” and eligible High School team within the state of New Mexico on a home 
and away format using the first two such meetings as the basis for NMIIHL standings where a victory is 
worth 2 points, a tie 1 point, and a loss 0 points. 

K. “Interested teams” must declare themselves as such by August 30 of the playoff season by: 

1. Agreeing to play all other “Interested teams”, where practical, at least once Home and Away in USA 
Hockey Sanctioned High School Division games as scheduled by the NMIIHL Scheduler starting 
November 1st and ending no later than February 28th of each season. 

2. Agreeing to submit to all NMIIHL rules, NMIIHL High School Board of Governors, and NMIIHL 
Disciplinary Committee. 

L. “Interested teams” must have played a minimum of twelve (12) High School sanctioned games, between two 
High School Division teams, prior to the year-end NMIIHL State Tournament. A sanctioned game shall be 
defined as a game meeting the same requirements as a game for eligibility for a USA Hockey Regional or 
National Championship. Pre-season games will not count towards qualifying for the state play-offs. 
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M. Pure Team Definition and Requirements 

1.  A pure team must be comprised solely of full-time students attending the same high school or full-time 
students that are eligible to play sanctioned varsity high school sports at that school per New Mexico 
Activities Association (NMAA) Rules. 

2. A minimum 13 players and 1 goaltender from same school shall qualify to make a pure team. 

3. All players and goalies of a pure team must meet the same eligibility requirements of the pure team as 
described in this section. 

4.  (A high school program shall be defined as one and only one Varsity team and any number of Junior 
Varsity teams participating at one and only one high school. Each participating team must furnish 
irrefutable documentation that it has met this requirement to the Board of Governors by December 31st 
and be properly registered with USA Hockey as a High School Division team.)  

Evidence of HS attendance can be any of the following:  

• A letter from the HS registrar, principal, or athletic director certifying by name that the players on 
the team all attend that HS or are eligible to play sanctioned varsity high school sports for that HS. 

• Student ID cards issued by the HS. 
• Other credentials approved in advance by the Board of Governors.  

5. If a pure team exists for the school that the player attends, that player must play for that pure team. 

6. Players that attend a charter school must play for the pure team for which they are eligible to play 
varsity sports per New Mexico Activities Association Rules.   

7. Home School Players: The League recognizes that Home Schooled players have chosen to not attend 
existing schools. Therefore a Home Schooled player shall have the option of either playing for a Pure 
team for which the player is eligible to play or for the composite team within the conference where the 
player resides. 

N. A composite team must be comprised solely of participants from schools who do not have pure teams. 
Composite teams shall be formed on the following basis in the following order of priority: 

1.  On the ability of an Association to form a composite High School team(s). 

2.  On the number of available players for the team(s), meeting the minimum of 13 players and 1 
goaltender and the high school eligibility of each player. The association shall make every effort to keep 
all the players on a composite team together from one season to the next.  

3. On the needs and desires of the family with consideration for access to practices and games, previous 
team participation, and sibling and coach parent consideration.  

4.  When moving players from one composite team to another to achieve equitability within a group of 
Association supported team(s), consideration shall be given to the equitable and viability of players, 
parents, and volunteers willing to make the change of teams prior to  finalizing the change.   

5. Charter School Player shall participate on a composite team at the rink nearest their “bona fide” 
residence. 

6. To keep all members from any one high school on the same team. However, in the case of non-public 
high schools players, consideration should be given to the player’s residence proximity to the closest 
available rink with a composite team to prevent hardship to the family. Additional clarifications 
associated with these guidelines: 

A. If a player who is assigned to a composite team for one or more seasons and that team becomes a 
pure team in a subsequent season, that player will not be allowed to participate on the pure team 
unless the player meets the eligibility requirements for participating on the pure team. If the player 
does not meet the eligibility requirements for the pure team, he must be reassigned to a composite 
team regardless of how long he has participated on the team that was previously composite. This 
rule is consistent with the league’s ultimate mission of forming pure teams. 
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B. A player that wants to move from a composite team at one association to a composite team at 
another association shall require the approval of the majority of the NMIIHL Board. If a requested 
player move from one association to another is denied, the NMIIHL Board shall issue a written 
public statement that clearly details why the request for transfer was denied. 

O. Shall have all coaches on the bench, certified at the intermediate or above level as described by LOEAHA 
and USA Hockey, carrying their coaches card in plain view, either on a lanyard or clipped to the outside of 
their person, and attend the mandatory “pre season” coaches meeting prior to the season. Failure for coaches 
to attend said meeting shall be 1 year suspension from coaching in the league. 

P. Shall submit credentials to the High School Board of Governors (team application, team roster, IMR, waiver 
of release, consent to treat, zero tolerance,  ) for each and every member of the team, including coaches, 
players and team officials by the October meeting from year to year.  

Q. Provide the league with a Change In School Status form, prior to any player changing schools or changing 
their school status—and prior to taking the ice with any team after any change has taken place—for league 
authorization and placement on any team in the league, the high school commission shall take player 
movements on a case by case basis—failure to notify the league of any change in player school status prior to 
playing on any team after a school change, shall disqualify that team from post season play. 

R. Every team shall have a rink security plan in place by September 15. 

S. An out of State team may be invited to participate in the NMIIHL regular season League play to help broaden 
and diversify the competition that teams face. This must be approved in advance by a majority of the 
NMIIHL Board of Governors. An out of State team will not be eligible for the NMIIHL State Championship 
in the Pure Division. All NMIIHL rules shall apply to the out of state team the same as if the team was a New 
Mexico team registered with LOE. 

RULE & REGULATION 4:  League Conferences  
The League Conference’s area schools shall skate as follows: 

EASTERN CONFERENCE—Outpost Ice Arena:  Del Norte, El Dorado, Highland, La Cueva, Sandia, 
Manzano, St. Pius, Albuquerque High, Albuquerque Academy, Moriarity, East Mountain, Menaul, Sandia 
Prep. 

WESTERN CONFERENCE—Blades Multi Plex Arenas:  Cibola, Valley, West Mesa, Rio Grande, Rio 
Rancho, Bernalillo, Cleveland, Independence, Volcano Vista, Atrisco Heritage, Bosque Prep. 

NORTHERN CONFERENCE—Taos Youth and Family Center: Taos, GCCC: Santa Fe, Los Alamos 
County Ice Rink: Los Alamos. 

Skaters not affiliated with a pure team will be considered by the High School Board of Governors on a case-
by-case request to skate outside the League Conference’s for placement on a composite team if one exists. All 
new teams not assigned to a conference above shall be considered by the Board of Governors on a case-by-
case basis.  

RULE & REGULATION 5:  Player Eligibility  
Each participating player must meet all of the following criteria: 

A. Be registered and in good standing with USA Hockey and the Land of Enchantment Affiliate at the 
commencement of the season. 

B. In order to play in the Year End Tournament, must have played in a minimum of 50% of league-scheduled 
games for that team prior to the tournament date. 

EXCEPTIONS: 

• Injuries—Ability to prove by means of documentation from a Doctor that he was unable to play and 
must have played in at least 50% of the games he was eligible for pre and post injury. 

• Family Hardship—By Petition to the board of governors for family illness or death in the family. 
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C. In order to play in the Year End Tournament, must be rostered on that team on December 31st. 

D. Shall furnish to the High School Board of Governors documentation that players currently have attained 2.0 
GPA for the semester grading period immediately preceding participation in the NMIIHL State Tournament. 
A Student must be enrolled in more than half of the member school’s regular class schedule and in regular 
attendance during the current as well as the previous grading period. 

Teams and Local Associations shall be permitted to adopt grade policies and grade sanctions for their players 
that are more stringent than league rules. Under no circumstances shall a player participate in the YET 
without grade certification. Players should be prepared to submit original report card. Players not meeting the 
semester academic eligibility requirement shall be removed from a team’s roster for the Year End 
Tournament. Teams that are found to have violated the academic certification policy of the league shall not be 
allowed to participate in any post—season play. Home school players are exempt from this policy. 

E. No player may participate who has reached 19 years of age prior to December 31 of the season leading to the 
specific playoff. 

F. Players shall be registered in grades 9-12; and attend 50% of school block. 

G.  No player may participate who is attending high school for a fifth year due to scholastic failure. A player may 
appeal this rule based on hardship related to illness, family illness, or family relocation. 

RULE & REGULATION 6:  NMIIHL Representative to District  
New Mexico High School Representative to the District, Regional and National High School Division Playoff 
Tournaments—shall: 

A. Be the champion of the NMIIHL State Championship Tournament Pure Division.  

B. A composite team will be eligible for representing the state of New Mexico in the event (1) the USA Hockey 
District or National Playoff allows New Mexico to send both a pure team and a composite team to the 
Tournament and (2) is the highest placing composite team in the NMIIHL State Championship Tournament.  

C. The entrance fee to participate in the District or National tournament shall be paid for by the NMIIHL.  

RULE & REGULATION 7:  NMIIHL State Tournament  
NMIIHL State Tournament will conform to the following format:   

A. Be held each season on the first weekend in March, with the top two Pure and the top two Composite teams 
advancing to their respective Championship final game. The Championship finals for Pure and Composite 
will be held each season the second weekend in March. The NMIIHL State Tournament will be held at the 
location identified by the rink/association last to hold such an event in the state (rotated every year) or at an 
alternate location approved by the High School Board of Governors; said host for the tournament shall 
provide the high school “year- end” banquet, as approved by the Board of Governors. The NMIIHL State 
Championship Finals for Pure and Composite will be the longer 2 hour format, with no curfew for game 
times, but will be played in full until an outcome is determined. 

B. NMIIHL State Tournament information including rules, dates, location, and cost (divided equally among the 
teams to cover the costs of the tournament) will be provided by the High School Board of Governors by 
December 31st of each year. 

C. Include all “interested” High School Hockey Division Teams in the State of New Mexico that meet the 
eligibility requirements identified in Sections above. 

D. Be of a format suitable to the High School Board of Governors. 

E. The host from year to year shall retain all excess proceeds from program, t-shirt, and other vendors approved 
by the commission. Gate fees and extra banquet revenues shall be retained by the Board of Governors.  

F. Rotation for the Year End Tournament shall be as follow: 

1. Los Alamos 3. Blades 5. Santa Fe 
2. Taos 4. Outpost   
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RULE & REGULATION 8:  League Games  

NMIIHL League Games—shall be played according to USA Hockey rules with the following additional 
specifications:   

A. Each game shall consist of three “12 minute”, stop clock, periods with a 75 minute curfew;—2 hours games 
shall be three 15 minute” stop periods with ice cleaning after the second period—all other game formats shall 
apply. Teams may elect to run all home games for said team using the 2 hour game slot format. B. All 
games shall have a 4-minute pre-game warm-up. 

C. Each team shall be allowed one 30-second time out. If at any point the game goes to run time the team(s) may 
use a remaining time out at that moment and no other time-outs will be allowed for the remainder of the 
game. 

D. All regular season League games shall be curfewed and the score at that time shall be the final score. 

E. All games played at Albuquerque ice rinks between an Albuquerque team and a Northern Conference team 
shall be played on Friday Night, Saturday, or Sunday. 

F. The league shall formally recognize the North Star Cup—competed and won every game Taos and Los 
Alamos play each other. 

RULE & REGULATION 9:  Home Teams  
The home team is responsible for:   

A. Wearing dark jersey and socks.  

B. Confirming On-Ice Officials.  

C. Having at the game the official score sheets (provided by NMIIHL) and game personnel, with official 
scorekeeper having attended an LOEAHA Off-Ice Official training session. 

D. Calling final game scores into the league statistician immediately following game’s completion. Faxing the 
signed white copy of the score sheets before noon the following day to the league statistician, mailing the 
signed white copy of the score sheets and the league game summary sheet within 48 hours to the league 
statistician, incurring a $20 late fee/per game if not faxed or postmarked within the time allotted.  

E. Each team is responsible for submitting to the official scorekeeper a set of four stickers containing the names 
and numbers (numerical order) of all players including goaltenders eligible to participate as defined in USA 
Hockey playing rule 203 (a)(b).  

F. Each late-arriving player shall report immediately to the referee before the start of the third period; USA 
Hockey playing rule 203 (a)(b) shall govern all issues of late arriving players.  

RULE & REGULATION 10:  Away Teams  
The visiting team is responsible for:   

A. Wearing light jerseys and socks.  

B. Mailing the league game summary sheet within 48 hours to the league statistician, incurring a $20 late fee/per 
game if not faxed or postmarked within the time allotted. 

C. Each team is responsible for submitting to the official scorekeeper a set of four stickers containing the names 
and numbers (numerical order) of all players including goaltenders eligible to participate as defined in USA 
Hockey playing rule 203 (a)(b).  

D. Each late-arriving player shall report immediately to the referee before the start of the third period; USA 
Hockey playing rule 203 (a)(b) shall govern all issues of late arriving players.  

RULE & REGULATION 11:  Tie Breaking Policy  
Tie-Breakers as applied to Regular Season standings and Playoff seeding—the following sequence of comparisons 
will be: 
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1. The team that wins the most should be favored. 

2. The way to win in ice hockey is to score goals; therefore, the team with the most goals scored should be 
favored. 

3. Another way to win is for a team to prevent goals from being scored against them; therefore the team with the 
fewest goals against should be favored. 

4. As sportsmanship and fair play is a part of our program, the team with the least number of penalty minutes 
accumulated should be favored. 

5. Beyond that, play of the teams against each other becomes more important and head-to-head game results 
should prevail and the previous comparisons should be again applied. 

If two or more teams are tied for “Points” at the conclusion of the regular season schedule, the following criteria 
shall be utilized to determine ranking and subsequent tournament seeding: 

A. League-Wide Comparisons: 

1. Most Wins 

2. Most Goals Scored—maximum 6 goal differential shall be used per game 

3. Least Goals Scored Against 

4. Least Penalty Minutes 

B Head-to-Head Comparisons: 

1. Most Wins 

2. Most Goals Scored 

3. Least Goals Scored Against 

4. Least Penalty Minutes 

In the event that two or more teams are still tied after the eight comparisons, the higher ranked team shall be 
determined by a coin-toss conducted by the Chair between the captains of the respective teams. 

RULE & REGULATION 12:  Penalties  
Penalties shall be assessed in accordance with USA Hockey Rules and the following NMIIHL League related 
additional rules and disciplinary actions, deemed appropriate by the High School Board of Governors to ensure 
sportsmanship, skill development, and a safe hockey experience: 

A.  MATCH PENALTIES will be reviewed by the NMIIHL disciplinary committee as dictated by the current 
USA HOCKEY Rule Book. Any disciplinary action will be dependent on the severity of the infraction. 

B. Penalties carry forward from one season to another until they are served or the student no longer participates 
in the league. 

C. All players and coaches are required to sign and submit to the league office the "Zero Tolerance" policy. 
Furthermore, all players and coaches are expected to demonstrate honorable behavior before, during, and 
after all NMIIHL sanctioned events. 

D. Each team is responsible for damages they may cause to any ice facility, on or off the ice. That team will be 
responsible for any costs incurred PLUS a fine, payable to the league, equal to the costs incurred for damages. 

E. Fighting shall not be tolerated—consequences for first fight:  3 game suspension, second fight:  5 game 
suspension plus hearing with High School Disciplinary Committee. For fighting misconducts to be 
considered served, head coach shall attach to official score sheet an affidavit, or clearly write on the official 
score sheet (sign and print name)  that said skater was in skater’s town of residence and/or game location and 
available to play had the suspension not been in place. Fighting penalties incurred in the last (5) minutes of 
any game shall be doubled. Upon receipt of $200 protest fee to the NMIIHL, a hearing committee shall form 
to hear the protest of any penalty handed out in this section, whereas the hearing committee shall have final 
say, the fee is non-refundable if the hearing committee determines the protest is frivolous and did not warrant 
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a hearing. 

F. All game misconducts will be served at the next “scheduled” regular season or playoff game for that team. 
Only games in the official NMIIHL schedule will count as games served. Chair must be notified of all game 
misconducts at the conclusion of game and all game misconducts will be published to the Board of 
Governors. All game misconducts in this section are doubled if they occur in the last (5) minutes of any 
game. 

G. High School players who participate on both JV and Varsity teams and who receive a game misconduct shall 
serve the suspension at the next previously scheduled regular season or tournament game(s) for the team on 
which the infraction occurred. In addition, the player shall not be allowed to participate in any other NMIIHL 
games with any other NMIIHL teams for which the player may eligible until the full suspension has been 
served. 

H. Post–game handshakes—a tradition to our sport, shall be conducted with the sportsmanship that is intended, 
referees are instructed to issue MATCH PENALTIES for all bench personnel that refuse the handshake 
unless instructed to do so by the officials. 

I. The NMIIHL shall utilize touch—up off–sides. 

J. Where USA hockey rules allow optional reduced penalty periods for minor penalties, NMIIHL league games 
shall be played with a minimum of two minute penalty period for minor penalties. 

RULE & REGULATION 13:  Forfeits  
Forfeits by any team shall not be tolerated and severe sanctions shall be imposed as follows: 

1. Offending team head coach shall be suspended from the team for the remainder of the season. 

2. Offending team shall be responsible for the cost of ice time and game officials.  

3. Offending team shall be assessed a 1-0 loss. 

4. Offending teams assistant coaches shall be placed on probation for the remainder of the season. 

5. Offending team shall not be allowed to participate in post–season play-offs.  

6. Offending team players will receive no credit for game played whereas non-offending players (20 players or 
less) receive credit for game played. 

RULE & REGULATION 14:  Game Officials  
A. Shall verify both team rosters are accurate prior to the first period of every NMIIHL game as outlined by 

USA Hockey playing rule 203 (A)(B).  

B. Shall verify that coaches have required coaching credentials, these credentials are required to be worn by the 
coaches in plain sight. 

C. Require that NMIIHL games shall have at least two (2) officials, scheduled NMIIHL games with less than 
two officials at the start of the game shall be rescheduled at the expense of the home team, under no 
circumstances shall a NMIIHL game start with less than two officials. 

D. Shall use USA Hockey approved officiating configuration (1refereee and 2 linesman; or 2 referees), so as to 
have consistency throughout the state for all games through the state play-offs.  

E. Only New Mexico Hockey Referee Confederation current members shall officiate high school hockey games.  

F. It is recommended that referees are level 3 and not less than level 2. 

G. The home team association is responsible for confirmation and payment of the officials. 

H. On-ice officials’ decisions are final.  

RULE & REGULATION 15:  High School Recognition  
It is recognized that participating teams may not be recognized as bona fide representatives of a particular high 
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school by that school administration. Such recognition shall not be a requirement to participate in the NMIIHL.  

RULE & REGULATION 16:  Competitive/Travel Teams  
Competition, all-star, or travel teams are specifically not permitted to participate in the NMIIHL. The NMIIHL shall 
from time to time organize league all-star and other league events. 

RULE & REGULATION 17:  Jurisdiction  
The NMIIHL and the NMIIHL State Championship Tournament shall be conducted by and fall under the 
jurisdiction of the Land of Enchantment Affiliate of USA Hockey. 

RULE & REGULATION 18:  Junior Varsity  
Junior Varsity plays under the NMIIHL and shall follow all rules contained herein. All 9th and 10th graders that are 
eligible to dual roster and participate on both Junior Varsity and Varsity teams, unless they are playing or have 
played in the past midget travel hockey at the A level. All other players shall roster and participate on one or the 
other, Junior Varsity or Varsity, and shall be able to move one (1) time, after any move they are locked into that 
level.  

The NMIIHL statistician shall be notified of players that are moved from Junior Varsity to Varsity level by noting 
such on the score sheet of the game where the move occurred. 

Female players shall be allowed to play on Junior Varsity teams without restriction. Junior Varsity shall continue to 
be a developmental program, no stats shall be kept. Junior Varsity shall have its own year-end tournament or 
festival. All dates that apply herein to varsity, shall apply to Junior Varsity, where practical.  

All JV players are governed by rule 12G. 

 


