
EDEN PRAIRIE BASEBALL ASSOCIATION 
 

President Steve Rutledge called the EPBA Board meeting to Order on February 14, 
2010 at 6:45 PM.  In attendance were 11 board members (Steve Rutledge, Doug 
Kaufman, Kurt Elyea-Wheeler, Mark Sperr, Rob Wassenaar, Sarah Phillips, Don 
Blasy, Charlie Becker, Jim DeMets, Joe Blauert, Scott Soderberg), 2 associate board 
members (Dale Young, Steve Verdon), and 2 guests (Scott Hackett, Stacy Skjefte).  
 
Officer Reports 
  
President:  Steve Rutledge 
 -2010 Legion State Tournament (July 27-31,2010)—Eden Prairie Legion Coach 
Scott Hackett and team representative Stacy Skjefte presented a comprehensive outline of 
the benefits and responsibilities of the team in hosting this important event.  It will 
require the use of 4 fields (3 in EP, 1 outside—probably Chanhassen) for the first day, 
and two fields thereafter.  It was estimated that the total budget for putting on the event 
would be approximately $15-20K.  The team is responsible for providing 
accommodations for approximately 6-7 out-state teams, as well as hosting a banquet and 
providing other meals to all teams.  The team will receive $4K from the State Legion, but 
will have to finance the rest through sponsorships.  It is hoped that an “anchor sponsor” 
can be obtained, in conjuction with various other sponsorship levels, to finance the 
tournament.  Based on past history obtained from other organizations who have hosted 
this event, it is hoped that the tournament will be a significant fundraiser for the EP 
Legion.  This would enable it to continue to provide EP players with competition at the 
highest levels within MN and nationally as it has done in the past.  It is hoped that the 
EPBA will become a sponsor.  The first round of sponsorship proceeds are needed by 
7/1/10.  Further funds are needed by January 2010, when several deposits are due.  It is 
also requested that the EPBA agree to be a “backup” financier in the event funds raised 
prior to the tournament do not cover the necessary expenditures required to put on the 
tournament.  In that event, the association would be repaid in full after the tournament.  It 
was also requested that the association assist the Legion team with obtaining the 
necessary permission from the city to extend the time the lights can operate at Round 
Lake and the HS to accommodate the full schedule (and potential rain delays) necessary 
for the tournament.  The association was also asked to provide field maintenance support 
for the tournament.  In addition, volunteers are also needed for the Tournament 
Committee.  The board requested further expense/budget information in advance of the 
March board meeting, which the Legion representatives agreed to provide.  The board 
will take up further discussion, after receipt of this information, at the March meeting. 
 
 -The association has also been approached to host the State Senior Babe 
Tournament, which will occur on the third weekend of July 2010.  The board wishes to 
pursue this opportunity.  Steve Rutledge will follow up and provide specifics at the 
March meeting. 
 
 -One full board position remains open.  Steve has a list of potential candidates 
that he will be contacting to determine interest levels. 



VP Community League Division: Kurt Elyea-Wheeler  
 -Eric and Mali Wenkus will send out umpiring information and applications well 
in advance of EP spring break, to avoid the difficulties that occurred last year. 
 
 -A proposal was made that this year’s umpire training (late April 2010) be 
conducted by four experienced umpires who are/have been associated with the EPBA.  It 
is estimated that this will provide high-level training at a significant cost savings.  The 
board agreed and Kurt was instructed to go ahead with planning this training. 
 
 -Kurt also proposed that the board create an Umpiring Committee, chaired by an 
EPBA board member.  This proposal was made to address the numerous umpiring issues 
that have recurred over the years, and to relieve Eric and Mali of the need to address most 
or all of the hiring, oversight and other issues over and above scheduling duties.  Mark 
Sperr moved that an Umpiring Committee be created, with a board member being chosen 
to take on the responsibility of training, evaluating and selecting the necessary umpires, 
as well as overseeing the scheduling done by Eric and Mali.  The motion was seconded 
by Rob Wassenaar, and was passed unanimously by the board. 
 
 -We are still searching for a 6th grade Community League commissioner.  Kurt 
will be contacting 6th grade parents in hopes of finding a volunteer. 
 
VP Travel Division: Doug Kaufman  
 -H.S. coaches will perform evaluations at the Saturday session of travel tryouts, as 
usual.  Doug is putting together a group of others (coaches and past/present EPBA 
members) for evaluating the weekday sessions. 
 
 -As was done last year, parents will be discouraged from staying to watch travel 
tryouts. 
 
 -Travel commitment forms will be given to all players to sign and return on the 
first day of tryouts to be executed and returned on the 2nd day.  It is thought that this 
method will be more effective in communicating the commitment principles to players 
and parents than merely checking a box on the online registration form. 
 
Secretary:  Gary Kraemer  
 -Not present-Scott Soderberg filling in. 
 
 -Don Blasy motioned to approve the January 2010 minutes.  Kurt Elyea-Wheeler 
second.  Approved. 
 
Treasurer: Mark Sperr 
 -We have about $174K in accounts.  The YTD budget through 1/31/10 was 
outlined.  Registrations are beginning to come in. 
 
 
 



Committee Reports: 
 
Education:  Tony Ruemmele 
 -Not present. 
 
Equipment:  Rob Wassenaar  
 -Rob is following up to get first aid kits updated and into Knaak boxes for the 
season. 
 
Fields: Scheduling: Joe Blauert  
 -Nothing to report. 
 
Fields: Maintenance:  Board position open. 
 
Fundraising: Charlie Becker 
 -The Pancake Breakfast is set for Saturday 5/1/10 at the Community Center.  A 
caterer has been hired, and an itinerant food license will be obtained, as well as clearance 
from the fire marshal. 
 
 -Charlie requested that on or about 3/1/10, an email blast be sent out advertising 
the pancake breakfast and advising that tickets are for sale online on the website.  He will 
work with Mark Sperr and Susan Fuller for financing and setting up online ticket sales.  It 
is anticipated that Opening Day events, including a homerun-hitting contest for 10-12 
year olds, will take place at Round Lake Stadium at approximately 2:00 PM that day. 
 
 -Charlie is working on further sponsorships for the season, including advertising 
on the Miller scoreboards, which EPBA now owns. 
 
Miller Building/Concessions:  Scott Soderberg  
 -The city has now approved the proposed awning over the Round Lake Stadium 
concessions window.  It will oversee the installation by Acme Awning.  EPBA will be 
responsible for the cost.  The awning is necessary based on last year’s food service 
experience. 
 
Registrations:  Susan Fuller   
 -Not present--Steve Verdon filling in.  Online registration is continuing, with late 
fees in effect after 3/1/10.  In person registration Saturday 2/27/10 from 9-11 at the HS—
East Commons. 
 
Tournaments:  Jim DeMets  
 -EP Tournament (5/7-5/9/10) is 100% full. 
 
Pictures:  Susan Fuller 
 -Not present—Kurt Elyea-Wheeler filling in.  Picture date is June 5, with June 7 
being the travel team and make-up date. 
 



 
Umpires:  Eric and Mali Wenkus  
 -Not present. 
 
 
Uniforms:  Sarah Phillips   
 -The uniforms are in, with the exception of some pants. 
 
Winter Clinic:  Don Blasy 
 -March 28, 2010 is an available dome date rented by EPBA (four hours).  If date 
is returned to the school, it would cost EPBA $600.  After some discussion, it was agreed 
that players in grades 9-10 (first 2 hours) and grades 11-12 (second two hours) registered 
to play with the EPBA for summer 2010 and who sign a liability waiver at the door will 
be allowed to use the dome on that date.  The four hours will be supervised by EPBA 
personnel. 
 
 -Don will set up online registration for the two travel tryout fundraising clinics 
(3/14 & 3/21) to be held prior to travel tryouts, and send an email blast regarding same. 
 
New Business:  
 -None. 
 
Rob Wassenaar motioned to adjourn.  Don Blasy second.  Approved. 
 
 
 
THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE HELD SUNDAY, MARCH 14, 2010  
 
   At the EP Community Center 
   6:45 PM Community League meeting 
   6:45 PM Divisional Travel meeting 
   7:30 PM full Board meeting 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 


