
EDEN PRAIRIE BASEBALL ASSOCIATION 
 

President Steve Rutledge called the EPBA Board meeting to Order on April 11, 
2010 at 7:30 PM.  In attendance were 11 board members (Steve Rutledge, Doug 
Kaufman, Kurt Elyea-Wheeler, Mark Sperr, Rob Wassenaar, Sarah Phillips, Don 
Blasy, Charlie Becker, Jim DeMets, Joe Blauert, Scott Soderberg), 3 associate board 
members (Dale Young, Todd Phillips, Susan Fuller), and 4 guests (Lyndell Frey, 
Ann Martinka, Paul Samanant, Chris Wetmore).  
 
Officer Reports 
  
President:  Steve Rutledge 
 -The Executive Committee met with regard to the general issue of defining the 
relationship between the EPBA and the EP American Legion team, and also the specific 
issue of making the head EP Legion coach position a board position on the EPBA Board 
of Directors.  Rob Wassenaar moved to have this change approved, and the motion was 
seconded by Scott Soderberg.  After some discussion, the motion was unanimously 
approved by the board.  As a result, the EP Legion coach Scott Hackett is now a board 
member. 
 
 -Discussion was also had on the procedure for hiring and removing/retaining the 
Legion coach.  After some discussion, it was agreed that the VP-Travel Division would 
be responsible to search for candidates and make a hiring recommendation when the 
position is open, to evaluate (with the assistance of board members he/she may designate) 
the current coach and make recommendations regarding retention of the coach when the 
position is occupied.  As with all other coaching recommendations by the VP-Travel 
Division, the board makes the final decision with regard to hiring, retention, or whether 
to conduct a search for candidates.  As this is consistent with the procedure for hiring all 
coaches within the association, it was determined that no formal motion was required. 
 
 -Various insurance issues and changes were discussed, centering around acquiring 
employee theft insurance, special events insurance, and adding additional workers’ 
compensation  coverage.  The determination of the specific amounts to be purchased was 
left in the capable hands of Charlie Becker. 
 
 -The request by the EP Legion team for a $1500 sponsorship from EPBA to help 
finance the upcoming 2011 Legion State tournament that the team is hosting was 
considered.  Kurt Elyea-Wheeler moved to approve the request, and Mark Sperr provided 
a second.  After a brief discussion, the motion unanimously passed. 
 
 
 
VP Community League Division: Kurt Elyea-Wheeler  
 -Kurt agreed to be the 6th grade commissioner. 
 



 -The umpire training clinic is April 25 at Prairie View 1 and 2 at 2:00 pm, and 
will be conducted by Todd Phillips, Mike Dent, and Anthony Traung. 
 
VP Travel Division: Doug Kaufman  
 -Travel evaluations are set for the week of April 12. 
 
 -An issue arose with regard to last year’s 10B2 team and coach, which will be an 
11B2 team this year.  It was learned that last year’s team participated in a number of 
weekend tournaments, and qualified for/played in a state tournament.  It was also learned 
that there was an intention by the coach to play in tournaments again this year.  
Discussion was had regarding the original intention by the EPBA to create a B2 class of 
teams to fill a perceived need for a travel team that was more “family friendly”, in that it 
would play only league games and no weekend tournaments.  This class of teams would 
serve this need, and hopefully keep more players involved in organized baseball.  As the 
team in question was apparently operating outside those parameters, Doug indicated that 
he would inform the involved coach that the team would be allowed a maximum of one 
tournament this year.  However, this would be conditioned on the unanimous approval of 
the team parents/guardians. 
 
 -Doug also indicated that he will be instituting a post-season player evaluation 
system whereby coaches will evaluate their players to provide further information (in 
addition to tryouts) for coaches selecting players the following year. 
 
 Secretary:  Gary Kraemer  
 -Not present-Scott Soderberg filling in. 
 
 -Charlie Becker motioned to approve the March 2010 minutes.  Joe Blauert 
second.  Approved. 
 
Treasurer: Mark Sperr 
 -We have about $260K in accounts.  We will spend about $60K for 2010 
uniforms.  Our net income for the year so far is about $150K. 
 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
Education:  Tony Ruemmele 
 -Not present. 
 
Equipment:  Rob Wassenaar  
 -Coaches should contact Rob for specific equipment requests for items not 
included in the team bags. 
 
 -Rob also has the coaches helmets. 
 
Fields: Scheduling: Joe Blauert  



 -Nothing to report. 
 
Fields: Maintenance:  Board position open. 
 
Fundraising: Charlie Becker 
 -The Pancake Breakfast is set for Saturday 5/1/10 at the Community Center from 
8 am to 12 noon.  High School players will work shifts.  The set up will occur Friday 
afternoon 4/30/10.   
 
 -Charlie outlined various advertising/sponsor opportunities. 
 
Miller Building/Concessions:  Scott Soderberg 
 -Nothing new to report re: concessions.  Season preparations are underway. 
 
 -Scott provided an update on the second attempt at securing a grant from 
Hennepin County for new covered dugouts and scoreboards at Miller fields 1-8.  The 
total proposal this time around is $210K, with $50K contributed by EPBA, $60K by EP 
Fastpitch, and $100K requested from Hennepin County.  This is an increase of $10K in 
the total amount and the amount contributed by EP Fastpitch (addition of a batting cage).  
It is hoped the increase in matching contribution percentage (52.4%, up from previous 
50%), as well as the addition of a new “partner” (Eden Prairie HS) will garner more 
points in the review process.  
  
 
Registrations:  Susan Fuller   
 -Nothing new to report. 
 
Tournaments:  Jim DeMets  
 -EP Tournament (5/7-5/9/10) is ready to go.  Coordinating with other responsible 
parties with regard to fields, concessions, etc. 
 
Pictures:  Susan Fuller 
 - Picture date is June 5, with June 7 being the travel team and make-up date. 
 
 
Umpires:  Eric and Mali Wenkus  
 -Not present. 
 
 
Uniforms:  Sarah Phillips   
 -The supplier sent a double order of hats.  It offered to sell the excess to us for ½ 
price.  It was agreed that we would buy and keep for inventory/next season. 
 
Winter Clinic:  Don Blasy 
 -Don suggested we try to switch dome times with girl’s softball for Winter Clinic 
next year so as to get earlier Sunday afternoon times to facilitate better attendance. 



 
 -There was an extremely poor turnout for the free dome time that was available.  
Any extra dome time in the future will be returned for a refund. 
 
 -The “pay as you go” experiment with the Winter Clinic this year resulted in 
lower revenues.  It will not be offered again next year. 
 
  
 
New Business:  
 -It was determined that a new board position would be created which would 
oversee the training and management of umpires used by the EPBA, currently provided 
by EP Umpires.  Paul Samanant (guest) and Todd Phillips (Associate Board Member) 
sought the position, and both offered a summary of their qualifications and intentions if 
elected.  A vote was taken, and Paul was elected to the position.  Todd was offered and 
accepted a position on the Umpiring Committee.  Thanks to both men for their 
willingness to offer their time and considerable expertise in this area in service to the 
EPBA. 
 

-Chris Wetmore (guest) and Ann Martinka (guest) sought to become Associate 
Board members.  Both were elected.  Welcome Chris and Ann. 
 
Mark Sperr motioned to adjourn.  Rob Wassenaar second.  Approved. 
 
 
 
THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE HELD MONDAY, May 10, 2010  
 
   At the EP Community Center 
   6:45 PM Community League meeting 
   6:45 PM Divisional Travel meeting 
   7:30 PM full Board meeting 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 


